Community Composting
A review of literature on community composting has shown three major categories: the impact upon the environment, the impact on the economy, and the impact on the communities that participate in community composting.
Environment
Studies show food waste is a large contributor of overall waste that is deposited into landfills which could instead be diverted to compost. In fact, municipal solid waste is made up of around 40-60% food waste which is compostable, however it usually ends up in landfills (Bong, 2017). It’s estimated that globally, around one-third of all food produced for human consumption ends up winds up uneaten (Benyam, 2018). Research shows that there are many reasons why food is wasted, factors including; environmental, technological, social, economic, political and daily activities (Benyam, 2018).Community composting has been proven to be an efficient means of reducing landfill waste as well as a reducing greenhouse gases. One study in Malaysia showed up to a 71.64% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from composting food waste rather than being added to landfills (Bong, 2017). Food waste has been on the rise primarily because of population growth and rapid urbanization (Bong, 2017). 
The two main environmental concerns from food waste is an increase in need for landfills and in increase in greenhouse gases (Bong, 2017).  Because community composting sites are in centralized locations they reduce the transportation needs, however emissions from collection vehicles remains the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions throughout the lifecycle of composting. However, many smaller compost collection companies employ emission free vehicles, which are usually human-powered bicycles and use turn the compost using shovels instead of machinery. 
Economy
Not only is community composting good for the environment, it is also good for the economy as well. “Statistics show that composting is good for labor. The Institute for Local Self-Reliance calculates that a composting facility creates 21.4 jobs for every $10 million invested in it, while a landfill only creates 8.4 jobs for the same investment.” (Shaffer, 2017). Composting is a great alternative to depositing food waste in landfills, “Composting is a cheaper and simpler technology in solid waste management, and has played an important role in treating, minimizing, and utilizing organic wastes produced by municipalities, agricultural, and agro industrial activities” (Aziz, 2016). While community composting may seem more of a luxury reserved for developed countries, participation rates in other developing countries rival those of developed nations in a range of 20-50% due to revenue brought in from selling recovered materials as processed compost (Mbeng, 2010).  A study of community composting in Cameroon Africa has shown that “compost production from mixed organic wastes and used in Cameroon is considered an economically viable alternative to mineral fertilizers (Mbeng, 2010) and includes other environmental benefits as well. 
Community
“At its core, community-scale composting is the notion that organics are processed as close to the sources where they are generated to capture the benefits of both the process and the finished product for the community” (Clark, 2015). Keeping participants engaged can be difficult at times as the result is not always noticeable, one company has found a way to keep users involved by weighing individuals or groups compost waste and uploading the data online, which allows users to view what difference they have made in their community by reducing waste. (Clark, 2015). There are several factors that can cause communities to have issues with the composting process with the main perpetrator being odor. Large scale composting operations often include a buffer zone which reduces the odor problem to neighboring businesses and homes, but if contaminated products are mixed into the compost odor can become a nuisance (Seldman, 2015). 
Conclusion
While the review shows some statistics and information that community composting can be negative, the information leans more toward community composting being beneficial. The information shows that community composting is a viable alternative to sending food waste to the landfill and instead benefits the environment, the economy, and communities. “If implemented, a decentralized approach – one that combines home and community-scale composting with on-farm and medium-sized operations – would create jobs, reduce private and public sector costs for managing waste, and better tie compost to healthy soils and local food production, thereby reinforcing a community culture of sustainability ad engaged environmental stewardship” (Seldman, 2015). 
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